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of war, and to neutralise the occult influences which are
even now working to undermine it, to the advantage of
interests which are anything but British. But it will also
be their duty to create a situation which, while safeguard-
ing the Empire's vital interests, shall not render improved
relations with the central European Powers impossible
from the very outset. It is one thing to abandon our allies
and friends, it is quite another thing to perpetuate a feud
which, though converted by circumstances into a struggle
between two unanimous nations, was in the first instance
the work of mischievous if powerful minorities.
The final settlement will inevitably bring many dis-
appointments and errors in its train. We can best
guard against such a result by preparing ourselves for all
eventualities and giving the most careful consideration
to each of the many problems at issue. Our obvious
aim must be a settlement which shows some reasonable
prospect of permanence, and this can best be achieved if
we respect so far as possible the wishes of the populations
concerned. The principle of Nationality is not a talisman
which will open all gates, for in some parts of Europe the
different races are so inextricably intermingled as to defy
all efforts to create ethnographic boundaries. This does
not, however, affect the central fact that Nationality is the
best salve for existing wounds, and that its application will
enormously reduce the infected area. But if the peoples
are to make their wishes felt there must be a regeneration
of diplomatic methods throughout Europe. Attempts will
be made to revive the pernicious principles of the Congress
of Vienna, by which a few autocrats and aristocrats carved
out the fate of millions according to their dynastic appetites
or fancies, and thus tied a whole series of unnecessary knots
for subsequent wars to sever. A healthy and informed